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On June 25, Jennifer Harbury testified before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the 1992 disappearance of her husband, guerrilla
commander Efrain Bamaca (see NotiSur, 11/04/94). She told the commission she had evidence that
members of a military-backed death squad had murdered her husband. She said the same group
was probably responsible for the April murder of Auxiliary Bishop Juan Gerardi (see NotiCen,
04/30/98).
Harbury turned over to the commission a list of 23 army officers and enlisted men who she alleged
were members of the death squad Jaguar Justiciero, thought by many to have killed Gerardi.
Harbury is also suing the US government and the CIA in federal court for involvement in Bamaca's
death. Since 1992, Harbury has staged hunger strikes in Guatemala and the US, prodding both
governments to investigate her husband's death (see NotiSur, 12/02/94, 03/31/95, 04/14/95).
While the Guatemalan government closed the case, arguing that Bamaca was killed in combat, US
documents concluded that he had been captured by Guatemalan troops, tortured, and murdered
while in custody. Without reopening the case, newly elected President Alvaro Arzu discharged
Col. Julio Alpirez, one of the officers suspected of this and other human rights abuses (see NotiSur,
02/23/96). Harbury says a witness can confirm her accusations Harbury told the commission that an
eyewitness in the US could corroborate her allegations.
"This witness is currently in legal proceedings and is in extreme personal danger," said Harbury.
"For this reason, I can neither name him today, nor can I give any identifying details. However, I can
tell you that he was for many years in close contact with this death squad, that his information is first
hand, and that what he has told me so far has been corroborated in large part by others."
The witness told Harbury that Guatemalan military intelligence maintains a death squad called
Commando also knows as the Jaguar Justiciero with a long history of kidnappings and murders. The
Commando collaborates with and receives support from US agents, she alleged. "Someone in our
CIA or our defense community knows who the murderer [of Bamaca] is," she said. Defense Minister
says

Harbury lacks proof, threatens lawsuit
President Arzu rejected Harbury's latest charges, while Defense Minister Gen. Hector Barrios
threatened Harbury with a defamation suit. In a press conference, he said the military justice
system has the means to punish wrongdoers and that it is committed to resolving the Gerardi case.
Harbury, however, has brought false charges without "precise evidence," he said. Legislator Byron
Barrientos of the right-wing Frente Republicano Guatemalteco (FRG) said Harbury was pursuing
the case "to make money at the expense of the suffering of the Guatemalan people."
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The commission could award Harbury monetary compensation from the Guatemalan government if
it finds in her favor. But Harbury said she wants no money. "I don't want money," said Harbury. "I
want the truth, my husband's remains, and justice." Human rights groups have supported Harbury,
noting that many on the list she turned over to the OAS commission are known to have taken part in
human rights violations during the civil war.
Mynor Melgar, an attorney for the Oficina de Derechos Humanos del Arzobispado (ODHA), said
he does not rule out the possibility that the attorney general will investigate Harbury's charges
and ask the defense minister to produce the surviving people on the list for court appearances. The
Human Rights Commission is expected to rule on the case within a year. It has already ruled twice
against Guatemala. In January, it ruled that government agents had murdered a civilian in 1985 and,
in March, ruled that treasury police had detained and murdered several civilians in 1987 and 1988.
(Sources: The Miami Herald, 06/17/98; Inter Press Service, 06/17/98, 06/25/98; Spanish news service
EFE, 06/15/98, 06/25/98, 06/26/98]
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